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TiU OLD fcUi HCEHJiY COMHJIJCS, u. P. 
la order to give the reeder some idoc of the prominent mid 
prestige of the Methodist Trotestant church in the ureenbrier 
Valley during the early years of its history, 1 here make.record of 
| some facts gleaned from the old quarterly conference nimitee. 

^ " e ° ree ? rorn ’ of tne Pittsburg inference, ras chair- 

aan of the quarterly conference of the Pocahontas circuit, held 

October Z1, 1843. The Hex. iireenl|rry A. o OI2 pton ras paster in 
charge, ^embers of the quarterly conference rcrc: doshut uuckle; , 
■illiaai Perkins, -Xunes tioore. .esse Tehran, .ohn ^radsher. IHvid 
Wilson, Wavid Ocheltree, d. u. Uci.em, j. ;i . nccorile, .line 
Cochran, cancel May. William Johnaon, aob.rt Kogera, Jaoez B r6drtr ,, 
Wien - -ogaett. isaec Collins, Grlnes.and ibel ^ Jn 

reading the historical Sketch** , 

eicnes of Pocahontas county hy Me. j. 

i>riCe ' 1 lea ™ ‘ h£t theEe “» — «■«* the moot prohlnest and 
influential citizens of the .cent; at that tine. 

3o.ne of the early pwtara -ho reached In this valley -era: 

" 1, ' r ' wreeuberry conpton, uearje Bettor, 

*“ m '■* Uillla » *• Bolton. John aolton, Dennia a. 3 0 r*e;.. 

j. c. uccornlck, a. 0. Mease. Oliver lowther, G. W.Barrett. Ur. 

UUMey, praalde.lt of the rittaburg conference, presided 

“ I ‘ !U8rt6rlJ C3nf — 1U »». « fhlch tinea planed rede 
‘ J L “ ,1J --e ~or. m broo, Jlonntain. *ha delegate raa fcatneu* 

° ' C0Jr * 6Uher “ llllao * *«*«. John nolton ar oeorge w. b e .tfall 

Da pSLtor f 1-r p 

ensuing year. The records shot* that the ealary 





>'sid overused with the het>t chnrgeF of the diPtrict. 

After examining all of the old records available 
aud making H personal survey of oil of the old centers of 
denominational glory and prestige in the putt, i ask many of 
the ojLder people for an opinion as to the ceuse of our loss 
Of prestige and leadership, as a denomination, in this Valley. 

One very intelligent though conservative manreplied,*” L charge 
left for years vithout a pastor, and then supplied with an 
indifferent quality, is bound to fail." One zealous roman replied, 
" uther denominations have educated preachers! in their pulpits 
end re hare send Diggers from Webster comity.” The cost 

i' 

generally expressed opinion vus that.no pastoral leaders; ip 

during the Givil V. a r and for many years after; then only indiff- 

• • 

erent supply preachers who were so far Lelor the standard Eet 
by the earlier ministers, that the people lost their interest 
and hope for better things. 

T'rom-nistory of the liethodist Protestant 
Church in Viest Virginia— names 

Bub. 1926 


it secrcs that ^in the early days of uothoaist 
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in the Greenbrier valley, that one circuit rider preached in 
all Greenbrier and Hocahontae ooumtie* . Gocetir.e later t ey 
•vere divided, and the churches in Bocahontas rtB divided into 
t" o circuits. Those .hast of Greenbrier river- heaver Creek, 
Cumidings Creek, -browns Creek, hrovns uountein, CochranE Creek, 
Doutharde Greek and Burrs Valley v.-eru in the Huntersville Cir¬ 
cuit. Those rest of the river-hroop Lioui.tain, oeebart. Buckeye, 






Fairview. Clave on and PloaEunt HilKnor Central Union) v cr ?. 

in the Alarlinton circuit. but the membership became snail and 

some of the appointments Vere dropped, than the circuits rere 

• • 

ect-iu united.-into one Mid was luiovn vb the Pocahontas circuit, 
xhe^ arc maxing an effort to unit leaver Creek with 
Creel:ana to unite Central Union with some of the other hath odist 
churches and let the brethern take over this church.- 

•rhe church at Ueebert is the best building they here" 
but the surroundings on Droop Mountain are much better cared 
j. ."'r and kept more beautiful than those of any of the other 
churches, rhe i’airviev; church has recently been painted and 
is in every good state of repair, central Union has not Veen 

entirely finished and there is still an unpaid balance on the 
church. 

churches have an organ, c rood stove, 
me pulpit and seats are for the most part hand r.cde, and the 
floors are bare, but most of them rere clean. 

*ou rill notice that.all of the classes on the 

UKrlinUo ' ilreuli »**» rood churches' • v», fr m the ***. 
- ' / , '-hile those on the Huntersville circuit 

^POir.tr-.ntB in school houses until ,.ftor me rhen tro elenl-oue 
1 Brov-us Creel: nnd ueiiver creel:- rere toufht end 

ledlcsted »e churches. „nd the c„ :il€e creeu church fee Vuilt i 

in 


had fll of their 
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churches that are 
still in ut-e 


central union, uiav.ton mil leaver ureek are ver 

’ thur °hefi, and are about to Le abandoned r.c 
UG thDdist churches• 
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■bethel Chur oh 
^Uokei/e 


Runnings or ee) 


Beaver Creel 
ohuroh 


;ht- 

JiancL carvel stones 
in the Beaver creek 
cemetery, site of 
old log ohuroh. 
■jL’hese stones are to 
members of the Boag 
family who first 
owned this land. 












































^ ov’ne c ree ? 

Li huruh 


on ^hurch 


‘i'he Cunnings creek echool 
houL ? o which rr.fc uted ee & 
pl>.ce 


01 t irs-hip Ly the 
cunnings creek u. jf. cle 
imtil it' v'fi£ bought by 
the Chin'oh of Cod. 



